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Sorensen Mission Statement:  Sorensen is an artistically-enriched school which empowers 

students by providing an academically excellent education for every child. 

Dear Sorensen Parents & Guardians, 
 

Thank you for sending your children clothed for our winter weather! 
Coats, hats, gloves, boots and snow pants keep our children warm, 
happy and healthy. We appreciate the extra efforts on you part to have 
your children come well-prepared to school. Many of your items do 
end up in our lost and found, which is located in the front hall across 
from the library. Encourage your child to check the lost and found 
before they go out to recess! 
 

Out of 368 students, we just have 18 parent conferences to complete 
as a school to reach our goal of 100% attendance for parent confer-
ences. If you need to reschedule a conference for December, please 
contact your classroom teacher. Your partnership in your child’s educa-
tion is important to all of us! Thank you! 
 

In teacher collaboration over the past few months, we have focused on 
our new Math Curriculum materials. In grade level teams the teachers 
are preparing math lessons and units, supporting one another as we all 
learn together.  Specific Sorensen children now have an “IReady Math 
License” which allows them to work on individualized math lessons on 
the computer at school and at home. If your child has an IReady Math 
License, please support their extra work in math at home, thank you! 
 

There will be no Arts and Humanities classes for the next two weeks as 
we prepare for two important upcoming events. First, the Holiday Mu-
sic Program, featuring grades 1 through 3, is Tuesday, December 15 at 
6:30 PM in the gym, led by our amazing Music Teacher, Sally Sorenson.  
Next, Monday, January 4, the day we return from winter break, our 
Bolivian Juggling Artist in Residence begins! John and Escarlet from 
Performing Life Bolivia are returning to mentor our children and im-
prove their juggling skills. 
 

The theme of the Bolivian Juggling Residency is weaving cultures to-
gether!  An assortment of weaving projects will be coming home with 
your children in the next few weeks as they learn more about the Boliv-
ian culture.  We will be “weaving” our two cultures together as we learn 
more about one another from North America to South America! The 
final Juggling Performance will be at the Kroc Center on Thursday, 
January 7 at 6:30 PM. The next day, Friday, January 8, will be a day of 
performances in the gym for those students who do not perform 
Thursday night. Be sure to mark these dates on your calendar and join 
us when you can! 
 

So learning continues at the highest level at Sorensen, throughout the 
craziness of the holidays!  Thank you 
for trusting us with your children and 
their education every day. 
 
Sincerely,  
Janet Ackerman 

Calendar...Looking Ahead 
 
 

Dec. 14  Sorensen PTO Meeting 6:30pm 
Dec. 14  Sorensen Grand Winter Book Fair ~ ALL WEEK! 
Dec. 17  Library’s Grand Winter Lunch (See Library Corner) 
Dec. 15  1st-3rd grade Music Program 6:30pm      
Dec. 21– NO SCHOOL ~ Winter Break! 
  Jan. 1 
Jan. 4    Back to School! 
Jan. 7   Juggling Show @ KROC Center 6:30pm 

  Sorensen - Blanket Drive 
As a 6th grade service project I am 

doing a blanket drive all this month.  

All the blankets will go to a place 

called Blessings Under The Bridge.  It is a place 

where people go when they need food, water, 

and clothing because they can’t afford to buy 

any of that stuff.  Thank you.  Sean  

Sorensen’s Winter Concert 

Grades 1-3 

Join our 1st - 3rd grade students as they 

perform at their Winter Concert on Tues-

day, December 15th at 6:30pm.  Students should 

arrive at 6:10pm.  Please wear holiday dress for the 

concert.  If you have questions please contact Mrs. 

Sorenson at 664-2822 or ssorenson@cdaschools.org 

Dress for the Weather 
 

Please be sure your student is coming 
to school prepared for Idaho’s winter 
weather.  They should have a warm 
coat, hat, gloves, boots and anything 

else that might keep them warm.  If you are in need 
of any cold weather gear please let Miss Hilary 
know, call 664-2822 or email 
hmann@cdaschools.org.  Children love to play in 
puddles and the snow.  It’s no fun to sit in class 
with wet socks, shoes, or cold hands.  It is a good 
idea to put extra clothes in their backpacks.  Thank 
you for helping your child stay dry and warm! 



SCHOOL CLOSURE INFORMATION 
 

District weather hotline:  667-0784 
Radio:  KVNI 1080 AM 
            KCDA 103FM 
           TV Stations:  Channels 2, 4, 6 
 

Information is normally broadcast beginning at 
6:00 a.m.  Please do not call the schools, radio 
or TV stations.  They will announce the infor-
mation several times each hour until school 
starts. 

 

***SNOW CLOSURE HOTLINE*** 
667-0784  

 

You can also check the CDA School District web 
page at www.cdaschools.org. 
Please note that when the information is an-
nounced we will ONLY be listed as the Coeur 
d’Alene School District, NOT Kootenai SD, NOT 
Lakeland SD, NOT Post Falls SD or any other 
school district. 

PTO News 
 

 Jingle Books ~ Final pick up day is December 10.  If 
you have any books that are appropriate for K 
through 3rd grade readers please drop them in the 
box outside of the library.  Books will be distribut-
ed to all K through 3rd graders before the Christ-
mas holidays.  If you have a large or heavy lot 
please call Evan McLachlan for pick up. 
208.651.9925 

 

 Amazon.com shoppers can now support the 
Sorensen PTO! ~ Amazon will donate 0.5% of eve-
ry purchase made on Amazon to Sorensen PTO.  
No need to change anything on your current ac-
count.  Just follow the link  

 https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-3460418  
 or go to  Amazon Smile and type in  
 ‘Sorensen Magnet School’.  More info on  
 Sorensen PTO Facebook page.  Thank you!!! 
 

 Superheros Fall Dance ~ Thanks to 
all who came to the Superheros 
dance!!!  Great energy and much fun 
and laughter was had.  Tickets and 
raffle items raised $433.43 for the 
PTO.  Thank you!!!  See you at the 
Spring dance. 

Calcium:  Building Strong Bones 
 

Calcium is the building block for strong, 

healthy bones.  The amazing thing about 

the human body is its ability to adjust in 

times of need. Similar to using fat stores 

for fuel when you diet and eat less, your body pulls calci-

um from your bones to be used for heart, muscle and 

nerve function when you’re not getting enough in your 

diet.  If you are consistently getting an inadequate amount 

of calcium in your diet, you deplete the calcium stores in 

your bones leaving them weak and more susceptible to 

fracture.  Be sure to include calcium rich foods such as 

dairy products, dark green leafy vegetables, legumes and 

canned fish like bone-in salmon in your meals.  Because 

milk and dairy products provide the most calcium in chil-

dren’s diets, it’s important that they incorporate dairy 

foods into their meals.  Statistics show milk consumption 

is being replaced by soda, juice or other sugary 

drinks.  Milk remains the best way to get your daily bone-

building dose of calcium.  Nutrition Services is partnering 

with “Eat Smart Idaho” and the CDA Fire Fighters to edu-

cate our students on the healthy benefits of including milk 

in your meal.  For more info on calcium, go to the Nutri-

tion Services homepage at www.cdaschools.org.   

Library Corner 
 

The Library has been a very busy place!  
Thank you to our families and PTO for par-
ticipating in the Family Reading Week ac-
tivities.  Nearly 100 passports were com-

pleted and ten lucky students were awarded $10 gift 
certificated to The Well-Read Moose.  Reading as a 
family was certainly celebrated last month! 
 

As you know, Grandparents and other loved ones are 
very important in children’s lives, and the library is 
celebrating a day just for them.  Our school library is 
hosting a Grand Event to recognizes the important 
role this audience can play in a child’s education.  Be-
cause learning to read is the most important skill a 
child can learn, we’ve scheduled a special time to cele-
brate reading during our upcoming Grand Winter Book 
Fair.  Join us for lunch on Thursday, Dec. 17th or come 
by throughout the week of Dec. 14-17th to see what 
treasures we have for sale.  Lunch is $3.50 per person.  
Your purchases help support funding to the school 
library.  Invitations for lunch will be coming home with 
students next week.  The sale will start on Monday 
night, so while you are at school for the PTO meeting, 
come early or stay late, and find books that you’ll get 
wrapped up in during these cold, wintry days. 

Thank You PTO and Parents! 
 

Thank you to our AWESOME par-

ents and PTO for providing deli-

cious meals during the parent/

teacher conferences for our staff!  It was so 

much appreciated!!!  We love our PTO and all 

of our parent volunteers!  ~ Sorensen Staff 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/46-3460418
http://www.cdaschools.org


Counselor’s Corner 
 

Most of my class meeting time with students is spent fostering a culture of kindness in 

our school.  We spend time giving compliments, talking about positive character 

traits, learning how to solve problems constructively and reflecting on our friendship 

choices.  This time of year it is easy to get consumed with what we want instead of 

looking around us to see what others are in need of.  I came across this Random Acts of Kind-

ness Board and thought I would challenge our students to see how many random acts of kind-

ness they could complete for people they do not know well or may not know at all in the month 

of December.  Please share this with your child if you are interested in participating.  I will collect 

these sheets at the end of the month.  I look forward to seeing what our culture could become 

through random acts of kindness towards one another. 


